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Adapted from Beiser, V. (2019) Why the world is running out of sand. British Broadcasting
Corporation. BBC. Retrieved in 2024 from https://www.bbc.com/future/article/20191108-

why-the-world-is-running-out-of-sand
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(1) According to paragraph [ X ], why is sand important in our daily lives?

(2) Based on paragraph [ Y], what is presently NOT certain about river sand mining?
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What happens when desert sand is used to make concrete?

a.

b.

The concrete becomes less durable because of the sand’s rough texture.”

The concrete becomes less stable because of the sand’s smooth and rounded
grains.

The concrete becomes more durable because of the sand’s fine grains.

The concrete becomes more stable because of the sand’s smooth and rounded

texture.

*texture (BAZED) &, HIK

Which of the following is NOT mentioned?

Sand is being collected from beaches.
Sand is being gathered from farmlands.
Sand is being stolen from ponds.

Sand is being taken from riverbeds.

What impact has rapid urbanization had on the demand for sand?

Rapid urbanization has decreased the demand for sand as cities expand.
Rapid urbanization has had barely any effect on the demand for sand.
Rapid urbanization has increased the demand for sand due to increased construction.

Rapid urbanization has led to the elimination of sand resources.

What are the environmental implications of land reclamation projects using sand?

They can contribute to the preservation of marine habitats.
They can damage coral reefs, marine habitats, and coastal wetlands.
They can improve marine habitats and coastal wetlands.

They can ruin urban infrastructure in coastal areas.



(5) What is most likely to happen to sand consumption?

a. Sand consumption is expected to continue rising due to urbanization and
construction demands.

b. Sand consumption is expected to decrease due to urbanization and construction
demands.

c. Sand consumption is expected to increase due to environmental protection laws.

d. Sand consumption is expected to remain constant due to illegal sand mining.

(6) Which country is NOT mentioned as having troubles related to sand?

a. Cambodia

b. Kenya

c. Portugal

d. United Kingdom

(7)  Which of the following is NOT mentioned in the passage?

a. Alternative materials for sand
b. Child labor in sand mines
c. Developing recycling techniques

d. Police eliminating gangs’ illegal activities
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Adapted from Clare West (2008) Oxford Bookworms Library Level 4: Land of my
Childhood: Stories from South Asia, pp. 30-34.
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A. Rasool and Zaheera test the kite, but it disappears in the wind deepening her
sadness.

Rasool stays up late making the kite for the festival despite Zaheera’s sadness.

Their missing son saw the kite and regained his memory of home.

Villagers doubt the kite will fly, thinking it is too heavy.

m o 0w

Zaheera paints eyes on the kite remembering doves from her grandfather’s house.
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Why is Zaheera initially unhappy and doubtful about Rasool’s plan to make a kite?

a. She dislikes the design of the kites.
b. She has found out the festival has been canceled.
c. She has lost hope due to recent events in the village.

d. She thinks the kite is too heavy to fly.

What did Zaheera think of the kite that Rasool made when it was done?

a. She agreed it was a fine kite despite her initial doubts.
b. She believed it was too heavy and had no chance of success.
c. She thought it was poorly made and wouldn’t fly.

d. She was not interested and refused to look at it.

What did the kite made by Rasool look like?

a. A dove with an olive branch
b. A dove with bright patterns
c. A dove with colorful feathers

d. A dove with silver paint

Explain what one of history’s strange turns refers to.
(7)

a. The recent disappearance of the country’s border

b. The separation of Zaheera’s family due to the war
c. The strong winds that almost destroyed their village

d. The unexpected arrival of a strong wind during the festival

What did Rasool promise Zaheera for Eid?
a. A new house

b. A new Kkite

c. A trip to the market

d. A young goat



(6) When did Rasool and Zaheera’s son return home?

a. some morning after Eid
b. some morning before Eid
c. some night after Eid

d. some night before Eid

(7)  What feature of the kite particularly stands out and helps in their son’s return?

a. The brightly painted paper
b. The eyes Zaheera painted
c. The shape of the dove

d. The silver bells on its legs

(8) What did the men do when Rasool invited them in for tea?

a. They accepted the invitation because they were thirsty.
b. They asked for directions because they were lost.
c. They explained they had to return to the other side of the border.

d. They stayed for dinner because they wanted to be friends.

(9) Choose the reason why Zaheera fell to her knees near the end of the story.
(1)

a. She was delighted because the lost kite Zaheera made was returned to her.

b. She was relieved because the enemy soldiers at their door were her acquaintances.
¢. She was surprised because her missing son was in front of her alive.

d. She was tired because she was tired from working on the kite all night long.

(100 Which of the following statements is true about the story?

a. A soldier visited Rasool and Zaheera’s house to return their son.

b. Rasool and Zaheera spent time together on the roof before their marriage.

c. The kite was lost but it still had bells with it when it was found.

d. Zaheera was not confident about telling the difference between doves’ and

chickens’ eyes.
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A: How (4) your new job?

B: It’s pretty good.

A: You work at a convenience store, right?

B:  Yeah, some of the work can be (1) b_ like cleaning the floors, but I like it.

A: So, (B) there? Are you a cashier*1?

B:  Well, yes, I have to work the cash register, and (2)h_ customers find things, but

E

there are lots of other things we need to do. For example, I need to receive all the
goods that come into the store.

Receive the goods. Isn’t it all done by computer? You know, automatically?

Well, yes, but I still need to check everything that comes into the store and get things
(3) r  to sell.  So, I open the boxes, check everything and count everything.
I(4) f  whatyou call it. It’s a list of the things that are in the box. It tells you what
is there and how many there are, and . . ..

Do you (5)m a packing*2 list?

That’s it. A packing list. So, you know, you check that, count everything, make sure
everything is there, then after that, you need to . .. what can I say, you know, use that
barcode *3 thing. It reads barcodes, what do you call that?

Oh, you mean a scanner*4? To scan in the barcode?

Yeah, we need to scan in the barcode, then put the things on the shelf. And, of course,
when you sell something, you scan that into the cash register as well.

So, you have to keep track of everything. You scan each item as it (6)e the store

and as it leaves the store

Yeah, that’s right.

*1 cashier L U4%
*2 packing ‘@I
*3 barcode /N—I— K

*$gcan AF ¥ T35
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Model Answer 1:

Figure 1 shows that the percentage of people who own pets was slightly more
in 2024 than in 2021. This shows a small but growing interest in having pets. Among
the pet owners in 2024, Figure 2 shows that dogs were the most popular at 44.4%. Cats
were the second most common at 38.4%. Fish and birds were also kept by some, but in
much lower numbers. Turtles and other pets were even less common choices. I think
dogs and cats are popular because people can enjoy time and communicate with them
easily. Some of the other pets may be easier to take care of, but they don’t communicate
as much. It’s interesting that even though much less than half of people in Japan own
pets, they choose many types. I believe having a pet can help people feel less lonely and

more relaxed in daily life. (147 words)

Model Answer 2:

Figure 1 shows that pet ownership has increased between 2021 (26.6%) and 2024
(28.6%). Figure 2 shows that dogs (44.4%) and cats (38.4%) are the most popular pets,
and pet ownership is almost equal between males and females. Still, over 70% of people
in Japan don’t own a pet.

I think dogs and cats are more popular because they are cuter, and they
communicate with their owners. The other pets communicate less. They must be kept in
a cage or a tank which often costs money and is difficult to maintain. So, less people
want them.

Many people want pets, but there are reasons why they don’t own them. Some



people don’t get a pet because they live in a small apartment. Other people want to
spend time outside of their home and can’t care for them. I want a pet, but only when I

can care for it properly. (150 words)





