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Special Post

Rainbow Bridge

Edward Masayuki Kuba (Honorary Advisor, University of the Ryukyus)

On August 30, 2024, President Mutsumi Nishida and Vice-President. Masahide Ishihara of
the University of the Ryukyus (UR) visited President David Lassner of UR's sister-university, the
University of Hawaii at Manoa (UH) located in Honolulu.

Pres. Lassner presented President Nishida a rainbow lei in the green and white colors of his
university, highlighted by the colors of the rainbow, which is the symbol of UH.

President Lassner also wore a matching rainbow lei, noting that the very strong sister-university
relationship with UR is symbolized by the rainbow bridge, with one end of the rainbow in Manoa,

Honolulu, and the other end in Nishihara, Okinawa!

Who is President Lassner?

President Lassner was born in the East Coast state of Connecticut.
He received his bachelor's degree in economics from the University of
lllinois, with the highest honors, in 1976, his master’s degree in computer
science from the same university in 1981, and his doctoral degree in
communication and informational sciences from UH in 1998.

President Lassner has been the president of the UH system from
2013 to the present. He oversees 10,000 employees and 50,000
students in the 10-campus system consisting of three universities and
seven community colleges on four islands. There are also 40 additional
research and education centers spread across the six main islands.
He regularly emphasizes that the university is the most important
institution creating a better future for all of Hawaii.

His professional activities and service as President and Vice President
for Information Technology before that include serving as a member
of the Board of Governors of the East-West Center in Honolulu,
commissioner and chair of the Western Interstate Commission on
Higher Education (WICHE), board member and chair of the National
Association of (higher education) System Heads (NASH), board member
and chair of the Pacific Telecommunications Council (PTC), board
member of the Hawaii High Technology Development Corporation, chair
of the Hawaii Broadband Task Force, and board member of Internet2.
President Lassner has received many awards including Distinguished
Alumnus of the University of Hawaii (2010), Distinguished Alumni
Educator at the University of lllinois (2018), and the Pacific Asian Affairs
Council Paul S. Bachman Award (2024).

President Lassner is very supportive of the indigenous Hawaiian host
culture. He served as a crew member on the traditional Polynesian
sailing canoe Hokulea on its trips from Washington D.C. to New York
City, from Tahiti to Raiatea in French Polynesia, and from Molokai to
Oahu in Hawaii.

President Lassner was born in the East Coast state of Connecticut.
He received his bachelor's degree in economics from the University of
lllinois, with the highest honors, in 1976, his master’s degree in computer
science from the same university in 1981, and his doctoral degree in
communication and informational sciences from UH in 1998.

President Lassner has been the president of the UH system from

President Lassner dancing the Hula
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2013 to the present. He
oversees 10,000 employees
and 50,000 students in the
10-campus system consisting
of three universities and
seven community colleges
on four islands. There are
also 40 additional research
and education centers spread
across the six main islands.
He regularly emphasizes that
the university is the most
important institution creating
a better future for all of
Hawaii.

His professional activities
and service as President and Vice President for Information Technology
before that include serving as a member of the Board of Governors
of the East-West Center in Honolulu, commissioner and chair of the
Western Interstate Commission on Higher Education (WICHE), board
member and chair of the National Association of (higher education)
System Heads (NASH), board member and chair of the Pacific
Telecommunications Council (PTC), board member of the Hawaii High
Technology Development Corporation, chair of the Hawaii Broadband
Task Force, and board member of Internet2.
President Lassner has received many awards including Distinguished
Alumnus of the University of Hawaii (2010), Distinguished Alumni
Educator at the University of lllinois (2018), and the Pacific Asian Affairs
Council Paul S. Bachman Award (2024).

President Lassner is very supportive of the indigenous Hawaiian host
culture. He served as a crew member on the traditional Polynesian
sailing canoe Hokulea on its trips from Washington D.C. to New York
City, from Tahiti to Raiatea in French Polynesia, and from Molokai to
Oahu in Hawaii.

On board the Hokulea

Long History of the University of Hawaii and the University of the Ryukyus

The sister relationship with UR was signed in 1988
when UH already had 106 such relationships, so UR
started at the very bottom at 107. Now UH has more
than 200 agreements with other universities. And the
UH-UR relationship has risen steadily over the past
35 years so that now it is one of UH's most active and
strongest sister-relationships.

The best example of the strong relationship is the one
involving their law schools. When UR wanted to start its
law school in the early 2000s, it approached UH's law
school for advice, which was readily provided, resulting
in the creation of UR's law school in 2004.

Two years later in 2006, UR sent 14 law students for
an opportunity to study abroad in Hawaii at UH's law
school and learn about the American legal system over
a two-week period. Since then the UR-UH law program
has grown larger every year and a total enrollment of
over 50 students each year.

UH and UR also have very active relationships in
student exchanges involving one-year study at the other’s
campus, ocean research, tourism studies, and medical
school studies and research.

It is also interesting to note of UH's other ties with
educational institutions in Okinawa:

As to the East-West Center (EWCQ), it is an U.S. institute
started in 1960 next to the UH campus. EWC brings
together students, scholars and researchers from all over

Asia as well as from the U.S. Note that over the years,

participants have come from Japan, China, Taiwan, Korea,
Singapore, Philippines, and elsewhere in Asia, with the
greatest number of participants coming from Okinawa,
and most of them from UR.

In 2000, U.S. Pres. Bill Clinton in a speech at the Peace
Memorial in Okinawa announced the creation of the
Obuchi Scholars Program whereby graduate students
from Okinawa would be allowed to study at UH through
its connection with the EWC. The program was funded
50% by the U.S. and 50% by Japan, with most of the
students again coming from UR.

Finally, it is interesting to note that UH Professor
Robert Huey, a scholar of traditional Japanese literature
and culture, who speaks, reads and writes Japanese,
was the first foreigner appointed to UR's Management
Council. UR is one of Japan'’s 85 national universities, and
Prof. Huey thus became the first foreigner to serve on
any Management Council in Japan’s national university
system. In fact, he was on UR's Management Council
when it selected Mutsumi Nishida as UR's current
president.

Thus, it can clearly be seen that the Rainbow Bridge
between UH and UR is as beautiful, colorful and strong

as ever!
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