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Title: Urban Paratransit System in Regional Core City: Case studies of Bangkok, Chiangmai, and
Khonkaen in Thailand

Particular to regional core city hierarchy, the urban growth boundary reveals a transitional
landscape with mixed uses reflecting changes in urban sprawl circumstances. As a rapid growth
has involved and implemented to deal anew with issues of regional changes, pressure capacities
have created to reconsider issues of urban growth at a regional scale. The regional core city is
examined as an integrated between transit-oriented development and regional planning efforts for
urbanizing sprawl cities, which presents- as an occasion for environmental advocacy.
Consequently, urban paratransit system in regional core cities is facing considerable problems
owing to non-sustainable transport economies and structures as well as misjudged technology
transferring and operation management. With insufficient public investment, government
authorities are required to achieve cost-effective alternatives while ensuring adequate transit
demand and maintaining regular standard towards transit revitalization. Given these
circumstances, the urban paratransit sector attempts to meet rapid increasing demand with
limited capital investment and poor encouragement, thus it convinces to be viewed and discussed
by the actual stakeholders in the real marketplace. This study examines the concrete information
on the provision of urban paratransit system in the regional core cities based upon three case
studies of Bangkok, Chiangmai, and Khonkaen in Thailand. It attempts to clarify the public
transit regulations and contracts via the diversity of the organizational structures of paratransit
operators, which intend to individual appropriate choice of each urban form of regional core
cities. Thus, the public transport agencies promote the involvement of private sector throughout
public-private participation (PPP) framework. For regional core cities, the PPP framework
presents a model of decentralized transit provision as to the conventional public transport system
without the requirement of governmental subsidy. Furthermore, it is a potential response for
supporting the self-sufficient economy by enhancing the mutual benefits among local
stakeholders in regional core city context. Validation and analysis of the PPP provision
accurately benefit through restructuring and increasing quality and quantity of urban paratransit
system in regional core cities.
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