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Stone ‘Town of Zanzibar, 1 renowned historie district of Zanzibar Ciry on the East Atrican coast and a
Weorld Heritage Site, 1s being squeczed at the cross-roads between its traditions and the relentless forces
of modernity. This battle between the past and modernity 15 not uniaue to Stone 'lown, but is rather
typical of conservation struggles taking place in historic cimes and towns worldwide. Indeed, traditions are
often vulnerable to modernity’s prerogatives. Therefore, for the traditions to attain survivability and retan
authenticity, means must be devised 1o harmonyze past and preseat. This thesis on traditions, modern
currents and sustamable conservation reinforees the paradigm that the history of a place is an opportune

source of mnspiraticn for methods to acdress the past in our contermporary tines.

The thesis explores the conservation orospects of the district from the point of view of its carly
habitation. It concentrates on the conservational consequences of cultural amalgamation over time and
the town’s architectural formation. It became apparent from the architccrure and the development of
traditional construction materials that sustainable physical conservaton of buildings might be achieved o

the builldings could smartly acapt the prevailing environmental, econonic, and socio-cultural conditions.

The cultural influences have had protound cttect to the entirety of Stone Town’s life and development.
Islamic culture had a dominant mtluence. Through its rich tradition of "Wag/, an Islamic cusrom of
mstitettonalized  chantable endowment, 1t fed numerous familics in the community and  provided
accommodation to a considerable number of town’s inhabitants. Wagfs system also favors the careful
conservation of buildings and urban areas. The subject of mag/ becomes attractve for thesc virtues and
thus adds a source ot intellectual inspuation to this study. Thus, a significant part of this thesis s devoted
to studying the subject of pagf A number of conservation conceprs and management techaques were
revealed inthe course of mvestigating swg/s tenets. One of its important aspects 15 its system of
generating finance for building maintenance. Wag/r simultancously strict yer tlexible rules prohibir the
disenfranchisement of 1rs properties and allow the system to maneuver across a range of threats. Fag/
may be explaned as a conservaton inherent fraditien whose practices may be adopted to achieve
anthentic and sustainable conservation of historic heritages. Nevertheless, 1ts sustainability may he
infrinped n certan circumstances. In the event that the income vield by a awgf1s too diminshed to
impress its beneficiaries there are chances for neglect and even abandonment or collapse. However,

through sug/ ¥ ach history, remedies to such situatons were developed throughout 1ts cycle of existence.

Certainly, the nistoric trajectory of a district such as Stone Town can provide msight into the way present
and future conservation necacs of an area of historic value should be addressed to endow a prolonged and
sustanahle existence to our shared heritage sites.
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Traditions, modernity and sustainable conservation of historic buildings
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